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GREEK ORTHODOX
ARCHDIOCESE OF
AMERICA
HIS ALL HOLINESS
PATRIARCH BARTHOLOMEW I

Pictured above: His All Holiness Patriarch Bartholomew I, Ecumenical Patriarch of Constantinople
Source: “Αρχική Σελίδα.” Οικουμενικό Πατριαρχείο, https://ec-patr.org/gallery/patriarxis-gallery/.
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His All Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch
Bartholomew I is the 270th successor to the

As the leader of the Orthodox Christian
Church, His All Holiness represents the voice

Apostle Andrew and spiritual leader of 300
million Orthodox Christians worldwide. Since
ascending the Ecumenical Throne on
November 2nd, 1991, he has tirelessly
pursued the vision of his enthronement
message spiritual revival, Orthodox unity,

and concerns of a long-suffering, but fast
growing faith. Orthodox Churches are gaining
adherents across the globe, but particularly
in the developed world, where individuals are
turning to Orthodoxy in record numbers
because they are finding in it the simple

Christian reconciliation, interfaith tolerance
and coexistence, protection of the
environment and a world united in peace,
justice, solidarity and love.

peace, love, and salvation they have been
seeking.

As Ecumenical Patriarch of Constantinople,
Bartholomew has helped the Church to
expand on many fronts. Through dialogue
and visitations, he has greatly advanced
Orthodox relations with the Roman Catholics,
Lutherans, Baptists and others. His All
Holiness has taken a highly active role in post
communist Eastern Europe by strengthening
contacts and relations with various Orthodox
national churches and through direct visits to
several Orthodox nations, including Russia.

Orthodox Christianity is also resurgent in
newly freed countries where some of the
worst religious persecution in history
occurred in recent times. In the first decades
of this century, whole Orthodox populations
were extinguished from native lands they
had known for centuries. Soon after his
enthronement in 1991, the Ecumenical
Patriarch journeyed throughout the
Orthodox world bringing a message of
restoration and renewed hope. He is a living
witness to the world of Orthodoxy's painful
and redemptive struggle for religious
freedom and the innate dignity of mankind.

Known in Europe as the "Green Patriarch,"
Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew has taken
the lead among all religious leaders in his
concern for the environment. His All Holiness

As a citizen of Turkey, Ecumenical Patriarch
Bartholomew's personal experience provides
him a unique perspective on the continuing

has initiated seminars and dialogues to
discuss the need for the mobilization of
moral and spiritual forces to achieve
harmony between humanity and nature.

dialogue between the Christian and Islamic
worlds. He has made a valuable contribution
to global conflict resolution and peace
building, as in the case of the former
Yugoslavia. The Ecumenical Patriarch has
worked persistently to advance reconciliation
among Catholic, Muslim, Jewish and
Orthodox communities in the region and
around the world.
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His All Holiness is profoundly committed to
expressing the religious importance of
protecting and preserving the environment.
He has received Prince Philip, and with him
sponsored a conference on the Environment

From 1963-68, he pursued postgraduate
studies, on scholarship from the Ecumenical
Patriarchate, at the Pontifical Oriental
Institute of the Gregorian University in Rome.
He received his doctorate in Canon Law

at the Theological School of Halki. He has
established the first day of September as an
occasion of an annual Message on the

having submitted his dissertation:
"Concerning the Codification of the Sacred
Canons and Canonical Regulations in the

protection of creation, as well as establishing
that same day as a day of prayer in the
Ecumenical Patriarchate and throughout the
Orthodox world.

Orthodox Church". He pursued further
studies at the Ecumenical Institute in Bossey,
Switzerland and the University of Munich,
specializing in ecclesiastical law. He is fluent
in seven languages- Greek, English, Turkish,
Italian, Latin, French and German. He has
published many articles and is a founding
member of the "Society for Justice for Eastern
Churches" of which he has served as vice
president.

His All Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch
Bartholomew was born February 29,1940, in
the village of Aghioi Theodoroi on the Aegean
island of Imvros (Turkey), to Christos and
Meropi Archontonis who christened him
Demetrios. His father was a barber and
coffee shop owner.
Following his studies at Imvros and
Constantinople, he enrolled at the renowned
Theological School of Halki, graduating with
high honors in 1961. He was immediately
ordained to the Holy Diaconate on August 13,
1961 at the Metropolitan Cathedral of Imvros
by his Elder, the then Metropolitan of Imvros
and Tenedos and later Metropolitan of

When he returned to Constantinople in 1968,
he was appointed assistant dean of the
Sacred Theological School of Halki and, on
October 19,1969, was ordained to the Holy
Priesthood by his spiritual father. Six months
later, His All Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch
Athenagoras elevated Father Bartholomew to
the office of Archimandrite in the Patriarchal
Chapel of St. Andrew.

Eliopolis and Chalcedon, Meliton. He was
given the name Bartholomew. From 1961
through 1963 he fulfilled his military
obligation as an officer in the Turkish army
reserve.
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When Dimitrios was elected Ecumenical Patriarch in 1972, he established his Patriarchal
Office and named the young Archimandrite Bartholomew as its director. On Christmas Day,
1973, Father Bartholomew was consecrated a bishop and named Metropolitan of
Philadelphia (of Asia Minor). He remained as head of the Personal Patriarchal Office until
his enthronement as the Metropolitan of Chalcedon on January 14,1990. In July 1990, he
accompanied Patriarch Dimitrios on his historic 27 day visit to the United States as his chief
advisor and administrator.
In January 1991, Metropolitan Bartholomew headed the Orthodox delegation at the
Seventh General Assembly of the World Council of Churches in Canberra, Australia. At this
meeting, he took a leading role in framing Orthodox objections that the World Council was
departing theologically from essential Orthodox beliefs. But unlike some other Orthodox
churchmen, he has been a strong advocate of maintaining extended contacts with other
churches. Since 1975, he has been a member of the WCC Faith and Order Commission and
held the position of vice president for eight years.
For 19 years, he faithfully stood by the late Ecumenical Patriarch Dimitrios as one of his
closest confidants. He assisted him in every facet of his patriarchal ministry and
consequently won, from very early, the late Patriarch's undivided love and esteem. On
October 22, 1991, His All Holiness was unanimously elected by the grace of God,
Archbishop of Constantinople, New Rome and Ecumenical Patriarch, following the death of
Patriarch Dimitrios on October 2nd, 1991.
Upon completing his first year on the Ecumenical Throne, His All Holiness began his official
visits abroad with Mt. Athos and the Church of Crete in 1992. In 1993 he visited St.
Catherine's Monastery on Mt. Sinai, the Patriarchates of Alexandria, Antioch, Russia, Serbia,
Romania and Bulgaria, the Lutheran Church of Sweden, the Orthodox Archdiocese of
Sweden and Scandinavia, the Roman Catholic and Evangelical Churches of Germany and
the Orthodox Archdiocese of Germany.
In May 1993, the Ecumenical Patriarch was invited to Brussels to meet with Jacques Delors,
President of the Commission of the European Union and in 1994 he was invited to speak at
the plenary session of the European Parliament. Later that year, he addressed the 6th
General Assembly of the World Conference on Religion and Peace in Riva del Garda, Italy.
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During 1995 he visited His Beatitude the Patriarch of the Ethiopian Church and the
Orthodox Church of Jerusalem. On this visit he was received by the major political figures of
the State of Israel, Ezer Weizman and Yitzhak Rabin as well as PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat.
Other official visits were made to the Orthodox Church of Finland, the 1000th anniversary
of Christianity in Norway, international and interreligious Ecological Summits in Japan and
England and the Orthodox Mission of Korea. Also, France, where he met with President
Jacques Chirac, the Orthodox Archdiocese of France, all the Roman Catholic hierarchs
gathered in Lourdes and was invited to speak to the plenary session of U.N.E.S.C.O.
From June 27-30, 1995, he visited His Holiness Pope John Paul ll and the Church of Rome
during their Patronal Feast at which time he announced the decision of the Ecumenical
Patriarchate to continue fraternal communication and cooperation with the Roman
Catholic Church.
In September, 1995, he presided over the celebrations on Patmos on the 1900th
anniversary since the recording of the Apocalypse of St. John. On this occasion he convoked
1) the Sacred Assembly of the Heads of the Orthodox Churches, which circulated a
message to all the world, 2) an international environmental symposium with an emphasis
on the oceans, and 3) an international scientific meeting on the Sacred Book of Revelation.
In December 1995 he paid a reciprocal visit to the Archbishop of Canterbury as well as the
Orthodox Archdiocese of Thyateira and Great Britain. Following, he visited Switzerland and
the World Council of Churches, the Lutheran World Federation, the World Alliance of
Reformed Churches and the International Committee of the Olympic Games, where he
proposed the revitalization of the Balkan Olympic Games, and the Center of European
Research in Lausanne. In late 1996 he visited the distant eparchies of Australia and New
Zealand.
The Ecumenical Patriarchate sits at the crossroads of East and West offering it a unique
perspective on the world’s religions and cultures. Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew has
fostered dialogue amongst Christianity, Islam and Judaism and has reached out to the Far
East. In 1996 he made the first-ever visit of an Ecumenical Patriarch to Hong Kong and
established an Orthodox Archdiocese there, the first ever official presence in China since
World War II.
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With the Vlatadon Initiative, he has made a
valuable contribution to reconciliation and
peace among the Balkan peoples, as in the
case of Bosnia, and with the Serbian
Orthodox Church’s Patriarch Pavle, worked to

Furthermore, it condemned violence,
terrorism or ill-treatment of human beings as
having no religious justification and contrary
to the spirit of peace and justice.

advance cooperation among Catholic, Muslim
and Orthodox communities in the former
Yugoslavia. He cosponsored the Peace and

On January 12th of 2002, His All Holiness
went to Iran and addressed the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs on “The Contribution of

Tolerance Conference in Istanbul in 1994
bringing together Christians, Muslims and
Jews. In following up on an even earlier interfaith conference in Berne, Switzerland, the
conference issues The Bosphorus
Declaration, which reiterated, “A crime
committed in the name of religion is a crime
against religion.” He followed these initiatives
with action in the ensuing years, traveling to
Bahrain in September 2000 to further
promote dialogue.

Religion to the Establishment of Peace in the
Contemporary World.”

Since the tragedy of September 11, His All
Holiness Bartholomew, has traveled
tirelessly, addressing the specter of
international terrorism and fostering interfaith communication and action. At the end
of December of 2001, he co-chaired a major
inter-faith meeting with the President of the
European Commission, Roman Prodi, on “The
Peace of God in the World” in Brussels, which

Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew 's roles as
the primary spiritual leader of the Orthodox
Christian world and a transitional figure of
global significance continue to become more
vital with each passing day. These, together
with his inspiring efforts on behalf of religious
freedom and human rights, number him
among the world's foremost apostles of love,
peace and reconciliation for humanity.

Source: “Biography of His All Holiness
Patriarch Bartholomew - the Ecumenical
Patriarch - Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of
America.” Go to Greek Orthodox Archdiocese
of America,
https://www.goarch.org/-/biographyecumenical-patriarch.

drew major religious leaders from
Christianity, Islam and Judaism. The
conferees signed The Brussels Declaration,
which, among other things, stated that “It is
the responsibility of religious leaders to
prevent religious fervor from being used for
purposes that are alien to its role.”
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T

he year was 1997. A historic, Church event was
about to take place. It was announced to the
Greek Orthodox faithful that His All Holiness
Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholemew I would make
a pastoral visit to the United States from October
19 through November 17. This great event was to
be a whirlwind tour throughout the United States.
The year also marked the 75th Anniversary of the
establishment of our beloved Greek Orthodox
Church in America. There is so much I remember,
and with great fondness. The excitement,
anticipation, and the honor to be able to serve
with our Patriarch was a very humbling
experience. Sunday, October 26, 1997, marked
the high point of His All Holiness' visit to our
Archdiocesan District. That day was reserved for
the Divine Liturgy to be held at the site of
Madison Square Garden. Amazingly, over 20,000
clergy and laypeople were present. The District
choir was composed of members, including those
from Saint Sophia, and the entire Direct

I remember thinking how the entire mass
seemed to blend into one with His All-Holiness at
the center of the stage, distributing our most
blessed sacrament. It was almost ethereal.
As I waited for the call to Holy Communion, "With
the fear of God, with faith and with love, draw
near," I was surrounded by a throng of people.
Their anticipation in the reception of the Gifts
consecrated by none other than the Patriarch
created a great sense of oneness. Yes, we were all
united by the Body and Blood of our Lord. Still, it
was where I was assigned that made the Service
special. It was as if I was standing on a cloud
looking down on the entire ceremony. Here we
were, hundreds of people dedicated to one
purpose, and no matter how far away we stood, it
was as if we could reach out and touch the stage
below.
I will be forever grateful for the opportunity the

Archdiocesan District. Their melodious responses Church afforded me. That day, the Divine Liturgy
carried us all to a new plateau. The clergy were all had all the makings of being as close to heaven
vested and situated throughout the venue, and
when it was time to receive communion, we were
all called to the stage. For me, it was the most
humbling and awesome interaction. We were
then assigned places to distribute the sacrament
of Holy Communion to the faithful. Being one of

without leaving our material world as I have ever
experienced. I still remember the pride I felt as an
Orthodox priest whose quest to this day is to
share salvation with our people and with the
world, and it was all made possible by the visit of
His All Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch

the younger clergy on hand, I was assigned to the Bartholomew I. I shall never forget that Service,
farthest and uppermost part of the Arena.
the people, and the fulfillment of being a small
cog in our Orthodox Church. No. I shall never
forget that event. But the story is not finished.
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Just as the Divine Liturgy never ends, the story of the beloved leadership of His All Holiness
Patriarch Bartholemew I is to be continued….
This October 23, 2021, His All Holiness will again be among us to bless our Church and
Nation, inaugurate the Centennial celebration of our beloved Greek Orthodox Church in
America, and perform an opening of the doors ceremony of the Saint Nicholas Shrine at
the World Trade Center in New York City. We at Saint Sophia extend our heartfelt welcome
and pray that this visit will allow us many pastoral and awestruck experiences and fill us
with inspirational memories. Alas, there will be no great Liturgical performance at MSG, but
I am still excited and filled with enthusiasm, just as I was that first time. Imagine...His AllHoliness again with His flock.
We, at Saint Sophia, dedicate this special edition to His All Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch
Bartholemew I and to His Pastoral leadership, guidance and blessing. May His years be
many, for He is truly the embodiment of "God is with us."

To revisit this moment in history, scan the QR code below or visit:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KxLSGNWnj2Y&t=1069s
If viewing the web version of the Testament, you can click the preview video below!

TO SCAN:

Open your smartphone's
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camera app and scan
the code above.

saint sophia greek orthodox church
440 Whitehall Road, Albany, NY 12208 -1520
tel. (518) 489-4442 Fax (518) 489-0374
Website: www.stsophiaalbany.org

☦Rev. Father Patric Legato, Proistamenos
September 21, 2021
Dear Parishioners,
April 3,1922 marks the year of our inception as St. Sophia Church, at 8 Lancaster St. in downtown
Albany. We are planning a celebration of our Centennial throughout 2022. This historical journey
will be the biggest gathering since our last Greek Festival and will culminate in a Gala at the
Capital Center just steps from the ground where our first church stood.
We hope that everyone will help in make this a year of many precious memories by attending as
many events as possible. We have packaged many of the activities together in various
Sponsorship levels. Everyone will be able to purchase tickets to all events as well as to have their
family history and memorable pictures of all who established the Community of St. Sophia.
Please find promotional materials regarding the Centennial, with much more to be mailed later.

______________________________
Rev. Father Patric Legato, Honorary Chairman

______________________________
Harry J. Ermides, General Chairman
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Save the Dates
APRIL 3RD, 2022
Honor Those Before Us - Memorial Service

APRIL 17TH, 2022
Palm Sunday Kick-Off Luncheon Hosted by GOYA

OCTOBER 7TH-9TH, 2022
100th Anniversary Gala & Celebration Weekend

MORE INFORMATION COMING SOON
Join in the Planning of this Great Celebration. Contact
the Church Office for More Details
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YOUTH & ADULT
MINISTRIES
This month will see the revival of several of our Community programs. Adult religious
education will resume Tuesday, October 19 at 6:30 PM. JOY will convene Friday, October 22 at
7:00 PM, and GOYA will hold its first meeting Sunday, October 24, immediately following the
Divine Liturgy. I am also pleased to announce that our Sunday school program will begin on
Sunday, October 3. It seems so long ago we were all confronted with the shutdown of many
of our programs due to the nature of the Covid-19 restrictions. This illness and resulting
affliction have not disappeared, but we can restart vital programs with the necessary Covid19 guidelines in place. All our parishioners need to recognize that we are following CDC and
local guidelines in the ongoing battle against this most challenging virus. Updates will be
provided as the year progresses, and I am prayerful that we will all show support, be patient,
and, above all, understanding.
As pastor of our Community, my goal is to foster healing, harmony, and overall well-being.
Religious, educational, and even social activities will be monitored and defined to the best of
my ability. As the spiritual leader of our Community, it is my obligation and commitment to
ensure the safest possible environment for all of our activities. I ask also for your
commitment and cooperation in order to make the year a success, cooperatively do our best
to invigorate our relationship to our Church and Community, and to her activities and
projects.
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YOUTH & ADULT
MINISTRIES
Some may be asking how we have managed the past year?
I believe it is important to recognize that our doors have been open for some time to
experience our liturgical life. For those unable to attend, we have installed a sophisticated
video system in the Church and can broadcast many of our religious services. Our
educational processes were interrupted but never ended. Two nights were appointed each
month, one dedicated to adults and our youth to attend. I realize all the dates and times may
not have conformed to everyone's schedule, but my goal was to provide some opportunities.
I am hopeful that those who participated gained some new knowledge about the religious
tenets of the Orthodox Church.
And now we turn the page.
Please mark these dates: Sunday, October 3. Tuesday, October 19. Friday, October 22.
Sunday, October 24. Sunday school, Religious Education, and our Youth programs, including
the Cultural Dance group will join our Philoptohos, senior programs, and our Greek Language
Academy as a vital part of our monthly programs. I admit our reactivation will be different
from the past, but the goal is to provide an atmosphere of Christian learning and
participation on all levels. Please remember, our formalized gatherings have been interrupted
since March 2020. Naturally, there may be some things to iron out, but I am most confident
we will grow in scope, and have participation on all levels, as we progress throughout the
Ecclesiastical year.
In His Service,

Rev. Father Patric Legato, Proistamenos
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YOUTH & ADULT
MINISTRIES
SUNDAY SCHOOL, BEGINNING OCTOBER 3RD 9:30 AM
Our director is Theodosia Legato. She began to revamp the curriculum in the Fall of 2019, but
programming ceased due to the pandemic in March 2020. Thankfully, she has volunteered to
return. Sadly, many of our teachers are unable to return or have chosen to serve the Church in
other activities at Saint Sophia. We are, therefore, confronted with a shortage of dedicated
individuals willing to undertake the responsibility of imparting our Orthodox religious learning.
Our Sunday school program will follow New York State guidelines and protocols for Covid-19,
and I ask everyone to be patient and understanding. If you are interested in volunteering for
this worthwhile program, please email us at SundaySchool@stsophiaalbany.org.
ADULT RELIGIOUS EDUCATION, TUESDAY, OCTOBER 19TH 6:30 PM
How many special religious holidays does the Church designate for Lord and Savior? Any ideas?
How Many special days are dedicated to the Virgin Mary? Anyone? What do we know about
saints of the Church? These will be our main topics for the year. What will be needed is a Bible
and an attentive mind. Which Bible? There are many to choose from, but I recommend either
the Orthodox Study Bible or the Revised Standard Edition (RSV) Bible. The time is 6:30 PM, and
a light snack will be provided for the class.
JOY, FRIDAY OCTOBER 22ND 7:00 PM
I am pleased to announce our head advisor is Sophia Pallone. Over the years, she has poured
her philanthropic and Christian ideas into this youth organization designed for children ages 712 years old. This is a unique program for our community. Not only is it for our children, but
their parents, as well. That's right. We encourage parental involvement. In fact, It is vital. How
long will it be before our children are off on their own? The goal of JOY is to foster a Christian
learning and interactive environment for both the child and their parents. Be not afraid to get
active in this most worthwhile program.
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YOUTH & ADULT
MINISTRIES
GOYA, SUNDAY, OCTOBER 24TH FOLLOWING DIVINE LITURGY
This program is dedicated to our children in 9th-12th grade. Yes, there is some overlap with
the JOY. The difference is the maturity and involvement of our children as they progress from
childhood to young adults. Officers and leaders are elected from among their peer groups
and are encouraged to "take charge." This year, our head advisor is Mary Googas, who brings
many years of experience and dedication to this position, but she is not alone. Many other
parents and youth volunteers also offer their capable assistance. Our primary goal is to foster
an organization where our children begin to determine their projects and interaction among
one another and with the Church.
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!
I am at a loss of words to express how vital adult leadership is in our projects dedicated to
our Christian growth and how appreciative I am to the countless members of our community
who have participated in our programs. The names are numerous, and the memories are
overwhelming. I ask anyone who has ever wanted to serve our community or foster our
community's kindness, gentility, and future to think about volunteering. There is so much to
do and so many activities at our disposal, but it demands a concerted effort by more than
one or two people. I am reminded that when Christ commissioned the Apostles to undertake
the tasks of the Church, He also commissioned us. We are also His true representatives. "All
those who are Baptized in Christ have put on Christ." This is our mantle. This is our
responsibility. Join any of our programs and seek to become a part of the history of our
Church.
REMINDER
As a reminder, all teachers and volunteers working in any youth programs must complete
the 2021-2022 Praesidium training program through the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese in
order to participate. Please contact Fr. Pat via email at padrelegs25@gmail.com for more
information.
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St. Sophia Mission Statement – St. Sophia Greek Orthodox Church, Inc. is a not-for-profit religious community under the
leadership of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America, through the auspices of the Ecumenical Patriarchate in
Constantinople whose mission is to: (1) maintain, practice, and proclaim the Christian Orthodox faith, enhancing the spiritual
growth of its communicants; (2) develop and operate programs, activities, and services for the Parishioners which serve and
further the religious educational, cultural, philanthropic, and social ministries of the community as well as to protect and
continuously develop the physical buildings and religious property as deemed necessary;
(3) dedicate the promotion of Christian Fellowship and values between the evolving diversity of cultures and its people.

